SHEPHERD'S   CRESS,   Teesdalia nudicaulis (L.) R. Br.

283. Shepherd's Cress, Teesdalia nudicaulis (L,) R. Br,
(X i); usually a tiny and neat annual with a rather long tap-
root> but sometimes up to li ft.; leaves spreading in a rosette
forming a circle 2-3 in. diam., deeply pinnately lobed, the largest
lobes towards the end, the terminal lobe broad and rounded,
glabrous or nearly so except the stalks; flowers very small in a
dense cluster at the end of a long common stalk (peduncle)
from one to several to each plant; sepals (A, X 6) 4, triangular,
green with white tips; petals (B, X 6) 4, white, narrowly oblong-
oblanceolate, outer longer than the inner; stamens (C, X 7) 6,
4 long and 2 shorter; filaments with a very white scale at the
base; anthers ellipsoid; ovary (D, X 6) nearly orbicular,

glabrous, with a sessile stigma; 2 ovules in each loculus (E, X 9)
fruits (F, X 3) rather compressed, nearly orbicular, slightly
winged, about -J- in. diam.; seeds (G, X 10) 2 in each half,
rounded, with a narrow crest at the base (family Cruciferae),

At first the raceme of tiny flowers is congested, but it lengthens
as the fruits develop, and in vigorous specimens is 2 in. or so,
excluding the stalk; it grows in sandy and gravelly places and
flowers from April to June.

The outer petals are larger than the others, as in.some Umbelli-
ferae, and the inflorescence at first resembles that of the same
family. As the outer flowers fade in turn, however, the axis of
the inflorescence lengthens out into a raceme. There are 4
nectaries, and failing cross-pollination, self-pollination is effected
by the long stamens.
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